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Value of the term: Fairness/Justice
Learning behaviour: Collaboration

We've had an amazing Term 2, with lots of highlights to reflect upon. We really hope you all enjoyed the many opportunities to
join us in one capacity or another. It is always our pleasure to enable our families to come into the academK and see our wonderful

children at work or play. Thank you to all of you who have helped us to raise much needed funds for the sc

ool by attending our

discos or purchasing cakes or sweets and of course to our PTA who made this all happen. The funds raised will be spent wisely. We
wish you a wonderful holiday and look forward to hearing all about the adventures you get up o on our return on 3 January 2024.
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fairness and equality, and how do
we consider those that are in some

What is collaboration and why is it
important? Why might this
benefit us all?

In this video we look at what is
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way disadvantaged?
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communities
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Admission Deadline
15 January 2024

Places for our Reception class in September
2024 must be applied for by parents or

carers by no later than the 15 January 2024.

Please ensure that you visit the council
website HERE. If you apply late or fail to
apply, you may not get your choice of school.
We look forward to welcoming your 4/5 year
old o our school and to them becoming a
Frome Vale citizen.

PTA Facebook

Key Dates for your diary

Friday 15 December 2023
Wednesday 3 January 2024
Monday 8 January 2024
Friday 12 January 2024

Wednesday 17 January 2024
Friday 26 January 2024
Friday 9 February 2024
Monday 19 February 2024

Last Day Term 2

First Day Term 3

Whole School Music Day

Year 5 Swimming Lesson

Year 5 Hindu Temple visit

Year 1 Downend History Walk Trip

Last Day Term 3
First Day Term 4

Group

Click HERE to join

It is essential that we have your correct email address and mobile telephone number in order to support you.

If you think we may have incorrect contact details, please email info@fva.clf.uk to provide us with your correct information


http://www.fromevaleacademy.clf.uk
mailto:info@fva.clf.uk
https://twitter.com/frome_vale
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/whats-fair/zh98qp3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=collaboration+Video+Kids&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=E5F9DE85FEF15B5B3DFEE5F9DE85FEF15B5B3DFE&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcollaboration%2520Video%2520Kids%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3D%26sc%3D0-0%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D3F08A55A8FE443D99CA455F25943029B%26adlt%3Dstrict
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=learn+about+social+justice+video&view=detail&mid=F661AD68B7C59D5B9AE5F661AD68B7C59D5B9AE5&FORM=VIRE&adlt=strict
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/schools-learning-and-early-years/school-admissions/primary-admissions
https://www.facebook.com/groups/223356720414180

Free

School Meals

Free school meals (FSM)

Does your child qualify? And what help is there during school holidays?

If you're on certain benefits, including Universal Credit
and Child Tax Credit, your child may be able to get free
school meals during term time - as well as free support

during the school holidays.

EVERY child in Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled
to Universal free school meals, but some of our children
may be entitled o more.......

For all children at FVA, if you are eligible for any of
the following you can apply for FSM which not only gives your
child a free lunch every school day, you could find that you
get Supermarket vouchers issued to you for the holidays and
free holiday club places for your child to attend, have fun
and get fed too!

e Universal Credit (you're eligible after you've got your
first payment)

e Child Tax Credit

® The 'guaranteed element' of Pension Credit

e TIncome-based jobseeker's allowance

® TIncome-related employment and support allowance

® TIncome Support

e  Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999

e  Working Tax Credit run on (England and Wales only). This
is paid 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working tax

credit.

If you think you might be eligible to apply CLICK HERE

All families with children across our school who receive
benefits-related free school meals can explore

Your Holiday Hub (YHH) for fully-funded school holiday
clubs and activities across the ch‘K. Bristol belongs to its
children, and this is their holiday hub!

Click HERE to explore just what is available over the
Christmas school holiday

Paid for Activities
If your child doesn't receive FSM, there are still
loads of raid for fun holiday clubs and activities based
in Bristol you can still access for them.

Supermarket Vouchers for the holidays

Over the last few years Bristol City Council have
provided supermarket vouchers to our FSM families.
The value of these has been £15 per week per child.
S}? Ifor' the Christmas holiday that would total £30 per
child.

Please note that the council may withdraw this
voucher scheme at any point and FVA are not
responsible for these payments.


https://www.yourholidayhubbristol.co.uk/
https://parent.bristol.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/travel-and-free-school-meals

Admissions Consultation
27 November 2023 to 19 January 2024

The Academy is consulting on its Admissions Policy
due to the 7yr review cycle. No changes are
proposed, but we have to consult nonetheless. The

proposed policy can be found on our website Here

You are invited to provide any comments for
consideration on the proposed arrangements by 5pm
on Friday, 19™ January 2024. Final arrangements
will be determined by 28th February 2024 and will
appear on the school website by 15th March 2024.

Any comments or objections can be made during the
stated period to Elizabeth Tincknell, Head of
Governance for the Cabot Learning Federation. The
email address for correspondence is
Governance@clf.uk or in writing to Elizabeth Tinck-
nell, Federation House, King's Oak Academy, Brook

Road, Bristol, BS15 4JT.

New Path in/out of
school

You said—we did! Following the parent questionnaire last
year, you asked us for a bigger path to make pick up and drop
of f easier. We are sure you will have noticed that Mr Petchey
has been busy creating a new walkway in front of the main hall.
We hope that this will be open from the beginning of Term 3,
however we need to ensure it is totally safe before we start to
use it. The new path will provide us with an in route and an out
route hopefully making your visit to the school playground
much easier. Once the new path is open, you will enter the
playground using the new path past the main hall, however once
you are leaving the playground please turn right out of the
playground gate and follow the old path out of the school. As
always, please be mindful of possible moving traffic on the
site. We have strict traffic protocols, but from time to time it
is necessary for a vehicle o move during drop off and pick up.

Free NHS app helps parents care for their poorly
child.

As winter sets in and common childhood illnesses become more
frequent, parents are being encouraged to use a free NHS app to
help them decide how best to care for their child.

The HANDI app, which has been developed by a team of specialist
children's doctors, is quick and easy to use and gives parents and
carers expert advice on a range of childhood illnesses. These
include diarrhoea and vomiting, high femperature, fummy pain,
chestiness, head injuries and common problems experienced by
newborn babies.

The app takes parents through a series of questions about their
child's symptoms and then advises on the best course of action,
whether that's to treat at home, to make a GP appointment, call
NHS 111 or call 999.

The HANDI App is available to download for Apple phones from the
app store or iTunes and for Android phones at Google Play.


mailto:Governance@clf.uk
https://fromevaleacademy.clf.uk/wp-content/uploads/Frome-Vale-Academy-Admissions-Policy-September-2025-26.pdf

Packed Lunches

We have noticed that the children are keen to maximise the time
that they play at lunch time. Due to this, the amount of packed
lunch that was being disposed of by the children was excessive.
To combat this, and to ensure that the children are eating their
packed lunch, we have removed the dustbin from the canteen hall.
This means that you will be able to see what your child fails to
eat and stops unwanted/uneaten food being thrown away.

Year 6 Lifeskills Trip

Lifeskills have created a fantastic realistic village which enabled
Frome Vale Primarys’ pupils to learn how to deal with difficult and
potentially dangerous situations, in a safe and supportive
environment. The year 6's learnt about road and railway safety,
how deal with hazardous scenes set up in  kitchens, living rooms
and at a substation. They learnt some basic first aid and
practiced making emergency phone calls.

Each year Lifeskills welcome over 10,000 children to the

centre. Lifeskills is based in South Bristol, in the Create Centre

and they are currently looking for volunteers to help take

children on tours. Volunteering at Lifeskills is really flexible, fun

and a great way to learn new skills. If you'd like to visit the
centre and learn more about volunteering, call; 0117 922 45 11
or email; volunteer@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk.



mailto:volunteer@lifeskills-bristol.org.uk

End of School Day

Our school day ends at 3.30pm. We do request that all parents are on
site by that time to ensure the smooth transition from teaching staff to
parents.

Our teaching staff do not end their day at 3.30pm. Many of you will know
that our teachers continue their day to around 6pm on site (and beyond at
home) with planning, marking and required administration.. In addition, our
teachers lead on specific subjects and have meetings that they need to
attend at other schools, therefore their prompt departure is also
essential. Our staff are unable to get on with the rest of their day until
all the children have left the school.

On the odd occasion when you have been delayed, we would appreciate you
making alternative arrangements for another adult to collect your child.
Please ensure that this is clearly communicated to the office.

A message from the CLF
Governance Team

If you have ever considered volunteering within your community, working

with and contributing to one of our CLF Academies could be one of the most rewarding things you ever do. If
you have the desire fo improve children's lives and outcomes, are passionate about the importance of
education to change lives for the better then this could be the role for you.

111

I cherish the role I play in children’s education; I live and work within my local community and feel everyone’s
contributions, no matter how small, can make a real difference to a child's life. As a Councillor I have the
opportunity to shape the lives of children and therefore shape the community and society I live within. It is a
really rewarding role.

Education is not just about the academic work that children undertake; it is a time when children develop
their life skills creating the young adults that join our society; as Councillors we have a chance to help shape
their lives and give them opportunities they may otherwise never have.. If you have an enquiring and
challenging mind, put it to use and help shape the educational direction of the academy.

As a Councillor, I have had the opportunity to undertake professional roles outside of my own everyday remit
and develop a diverse range of skills that are transferable to other areas of my professional life. I would
highly recommend a role as an Academy Councillor within the Cabot Learning Federation; the training
and opportunities are invaluable, joining really can make a difference.

7

Why wouldn't you want to?.................

Chair of Academy Council—WSM

Aspens School Team

We wanted to say a big thank you to our Aspens catering
team. Our lovely ladies work tirelessly to ensure that the
children are fed every lunch time.

The whole school enjoyed their Christmas lunch on
Wednesday 6 December. The children enjoyed a delicious
roast dinner accompanied with festive tunes. On hand to
help with the service, was the Principal, Vice Principal,
classl teachers, class and admin support. We all had a lovely
timel



Free Christmas things to do in Bristol

Santa-tainment and Mog's Christmas at The Mall
at Cribbs Causeway

The Mall at Cribbs Causeway are making all  Beautiful Winter Walks
their festive events completely free of
charge this year in view of the cost of living
crisis, so you can experience all of the joy,
none of the cost.

Ashton Court

Blaise Castle Estate
Tyntesfield National Trust
Dyrham Park National Trust
Leigh Woods

Snuff Mills/Vassals Park
Stoke Park Estate

Arnos Vale Cemetery

Prior Park National Trust

Free Santa's Festive Takeover

Santa and the elves will entertain throughout
The Mall on Saturdays (10am - 6pm) each day
and Sundays (11am-5pm), plus the week
leading up to Christmas. Expect festive
parades, games, and a Santa and Elves show.
Look out for Santa throughout the day as he
roams around The Mall.

Professor Snitch's Yule Ball Celebration
When? 17 December, 12-2pm

Join Professor Snitch and his Potion Class
Crew as they host The Yule Ball. Enter the
Magical Creatures room where you can
interact and have photos with our in-house
Nagini and other reptiles (optional extra of
£5 per child, babies are free).

Meet real owls in The Owlery, before
finishing brewing your LED Potion and
partying alongside Professor Snitch on the
DJ decks.

Bristol Christmas Market

Wander round the market in Broadmead. Of
course, there's plenty to shop for too with
over 35 stalls selling handmade goods, as well
as festive food and drink like Yorkshire
pudding wraps, hog roasts and mulled cider.

Make PAPER BAG snowflakes

Break out the safety scissors and craft paper
and get to work making these beautiful and

deli indow hanainas. Click HERE for more Christmas

elicate window hangings crafting ideas for the children to
complete over the holidays. Keep
them busy and decorate the house
too!

Download the pattern »



https://www.mallcribbs.com/blog/santa-tainment/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/bristol/the-manor-hall-at-coalpit-heath-jubilee-room/professor-snitchs-yule-ball-celebration/2023-12-17/12:00/t-jzqpjyx
https://hmg-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/files/paper-snowflake-pattern-1-1666187835.pdf
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/christmas-ideas/g34112389/christmas-crafts-for-kids/







Online Safety

What Parents Need to Knowl!

Each newsletter we will provide a helpful fact page on an online game or issue. We know children will want to play
online games with their friends and this can be a great way for children to have fun. However as you will be aware
with every benefit there is also a disadvantage. Being aware of what these can be will help to keep your child safe.






This term'’s learning at FVA

You can stay in touch with what is
happening at the academy by logging onto
our Twitter feed.

Click Here


https://twitter.com/frome_vale

SEND Families

Bristol Parent Carers is an organisation run by parents who understand the challenges of raising a child with special
educational needs or a disability because they've been there too and they have children just like yours. They are a
charity run by parents, for parents. Join them at one of their free events and find the support your family
deserves.

click HERE for more information

Days out
Many venues are accessible to people with disabilities. You can find them

with:
AccessAble, where you can search for and discover accessible places such as
restaurants, cinemas and play areas for you and your child

Visitbristol website Go to https://visitbristol.co.uk/things-to-do/my-bristol/
accessible (opens new window), which has a list of accessible activities and
aftractions in the city

Yourlocalcinema.com Go to https://www.yourlocalcinema.com/ (opens new
window), for cinemas showing accessible and subtitled films for people with
hearing loss



https://visitbristol.co.uk/things-to-do/my-bristol/
https://www.yourlocalcinema.com/
https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/












